Major Samuel T. Cushing - The Acting Signal Corps (18947)
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The Siznal Service is due to the genius of Albert J. Myer. In
his early life he was an enthusiast in the study of sign language
and =*£' that the subject of his thesis when he graduated. He
entered the Army in 1854 as an #ssistant Surgeon and in 1856 prepared
a memorandum for Army Signaling and in 1858 succeeded in having a
Military Poa d organized to consider it. He worked faithfully with
his scheme and finally succeeded in having a law passed by congress as
follows, "and that there be added to the Staff of the Army one signal
officer with the rank, pay and allowances of a Major of Cawvalry who
shall have charge, under the direction of the Secretary of Wary of all
signal duty and of all books, papers and apparatus connected therewith."

I call attention to this law which signifies all duties and all
apparatus because upon the construction "of all" Major Myer had later
many difficulties to esncounter.

This law was approved June 21, 1860, and on June 27, 1360, Albert
J. Myer was appointed as Major and Signal Officer.

I graduated from the Military Acadmey in June 1860, and business
called me to General Scott's Headquarters in New York about the last
of #ugust 1860, I then met Major Myer who was awaiting orders to go to
Hew Mexico to introduce his systemduring actual operations in the
Navajo #ar then pending in New Mexico. My orders were to join the
12th Infantry, then engaged in the same campaign.

We had a slight conversation and parted, hoping to meet later.



In November 1860, I joimed Co. 'A', 10th infantry, at Fort
Fauntleroy, Wew Mexico, and again met Major Myer.

Early in February 1861, the cumpaign was over and Major ¥yer was
ordered to Santa fe., He asked that t might be detailed to command
his escort and when he reached Santa Fe, the Uepartment Headquarters,
I was pdaced on detached service as his assistant for experimental
practice. Ihis duty occupied about six weeks, when Major Myer was ordered
to Washington about the last of #pril. Early in May I joined the 2nd
Infantry by promotion and was stationsd with my company in Washington.
Here I again met Major Myer and was once more detailed as his assistant.

fthen the war broke out, Major Myer endeavored to introduce his
system and was prompt to suggest its practical walue, but found the
offieials too busy %o give him much attention. Among the officers of
the Army who had been instructed by him at ‘ort Hamilton and in New
Mgxico during his preliminary practice, several had joined the enemy,
(Lisut. afterwards General “, M. Wilcox, Lieut. B, P. Alexander, Lieut.
B. ¥, Sloan, Lieut., W, W, McCreary) and the system was thus introduced
into the Confederate &rmy. EHarly in the operations, lights and waving
flags were secn on the Virginia Hills in the enemy's camps. lhen a
small class of eleven officers of our army was collected, about June
10, 1861, at Fortress Monroe, and hastily instructed, but were not called

into the field. The battle of Bull Hun occurred, and our army ahd ne



No signal officers, while the enemy had an organized corps. Immadiately
after that bettle details were made, prineipally from the Pennsylvania
Reserves, and & camp of instruction was established at Bed Hill,
Georgetown. A few of the officers previously instructed at Fort
Monroe were ordered to this camp as Instructors, and on September 12,
1861, it was organized and I was in command.

It was all chaos == one officer with two enlisted men from each
regiment of the Pennsylvania Heserves reportdd for duty and had to be
provided with every thing == the quartermasters stores, tents, wagons,
horges and all of the camp and garrison equipage, -- ordnance stores
saddles, bridles, picket lines, etec., =- subsistence stores and signal
property. 1 was Fost “Yommander, Wuartermaster, Yrdmance officer,
Adjutant, Commissary, Signal Officer and Superintendent of schools.

Iwo large hospital tents were erected and became the school tents.
Morning and afternoons the officers under instruction waved small round
sticks and learned the signal alphabet. Outside the enlisted men were
drilled in the motions of the flags. *he enlisted men were not instructed
as to the meaning of the motions. ‘he officers were provided after a
short time with telescopes and marine-glasses and them' had what was
terned a /Msignal kit."

This small nucleus was vigorously inktructed. Horses, etc., were
procured for each, and riding drills were instituted. They weresoon
proficient and late in the fall were capable of acting as Instructors.
Then an order was issued that each brigade in the Army of the Fotomac
should send three officers and six men for instruction., Not more than

half this number reported.



About 80 officers and 160 ﬁan reported.

Early in Yctober the expedition known as the Fort Royal expedition,
under command of Ueneral T. W, Sherman, applied for a detail of signal
officdrs, and & detachment of seven officers was sent from the camp,
commanded by Lieutenant E, J, Keenan, 1llth Pennsylvania Heserves.

In December 1861, Mg jor-General Buell asked for a detail for the
Department of the Ohio, and Lieutanent Jesse Merrill, 7th Pennsylvania
Reserves, with 5 officers and 10 men were detailed.

General Burnside before starting on his North Carolina Campaign
applied for a detail, and 3 officers and 6 men, commanded by Lieutenant
Joseph Fricker, 8th Pemnsylvania Reserves, were sent.

Each officer, sent as commanding officer, asked for extra details,
and at once instituted a camp of instruction in the army to whch he
was assigned and soon had reinfofcement.

At midnight on March 9, 1861, an order was received from General
McClellan for the camp at George town to take the field. The camp was
etruck by caylight. Ihe officers were divided into sections under
different chiefs and reported to the various corps commanders for service
with each corps.

On the l4th of iurch,z]:ﬁﬁa, a detachment of 3 officers and six
men was detailed and ordar;d to report to General Jalleck, commanding the
Department of the Mississippi == Lieutenant J. B, Ludwick commanded

this party.



On the same day Lieutenant &, H., Russell, 9th Fennsylvania
Reserve Corps, with 3 officers and 6 men, was ordered to report to
General B. F. Butler at New Orlans.

These small parties immediately commenced instruction of others,
and & signal corps was soon started in the Western Army. The balance
of the camp remained with the &rmy of the Fotomac.

Major Myer went with that Army as its “hief Signal Officer and
his history and that of his detachment is well known.

%’hﬂrs was scarcely any action or skirmish in which the corps did
not take part. Peeking the most conspicuous places in order to command
the view and keep up communications, they were frequently exposed to
heavy fire of artillery and often whilst under fireiLof musketry con-
tinued the waving of the flags, giving inform:tion as to the location
and movements of the enemy and transmitting directions for the movement
of our troops.

During the Fort Royal and Burnside expeditions and also along the
James “iver, they kept open communication between the land and naval
forces, when the naval signals were impotent to do so.

It is narrated that in the west after Farragut had overcome the
torpedos, ram, and other defences of Mobile, he was in great danger
of collision with the Lackawanna and, as his Havy Signals were in-
complete, he sent for the Army ®ignal Officer, Lieut. Kinney, who had
been detailed to his service and said,"Can you say 'For Yod's sake' by
signal.," When told that by:the Army method one could &ignal anmything ==
he sent his hasty and historic message to the Lackewanna: "For God's

sake get out of our way."



When the Signal Corps took the field it was necessary that some
one shoulc remain in charge of the Office in Washington, to receive
reports, atiend to the correspondence, lock after supplies and oversee
the multitude of matters accumulating. I was directed to take charge.

Whilst the Corps was consolidated in the Camp of Instruction, it
was easy to supply the men; but as scon as they got into the field
difficulties arose.

The Wuartermasters declined to issue forage, etc., except upon
requisitions properly approved. 4 small detachment stationed on some
mountain would need supplies lnd'praaant requisitions. The Wuartermaster
of the Brigade nearest at hand would say, 'he would'nt issue cut of stock
on hand, as he had made no estimates.". The “rigadier-General would
decline to approve as the party was not borne upon the rolls of his
command. Constant trouble arose and was reported to the Washington
Office. 4&n interview was held with the Secretary of War and, on May
29, 1862, an order was published directing Quartermasters and
Cormissaries to issue to Signal parties serving in their wvicinity upon
the requisition of the officer in charge of such parties. Thereafter no
difficulty occurred and the Signel parties were as well equipped and
supplied as any other part of the Army.

During the Spring of 1862, the party semt to GeneralHalleok succeesed
in obtaining deteils of officers and men for instruatinn_;nd soon had a
good signal party educated. '"hen the movements of the Army commsnoaé it
happened that it struck a wooded country. The Generals in command

being ignorant of the necessity of keeping the party together to be of service



"after getting out of the woods,"” orderec all the detached officers
back to their regiments as they 'could not signal in the woods.” Another
interview with the Secretary of War resulted in the publication on June
18, 1862, of an order that directed, that officers detached from their
regiments should report for orders to the Bignal Ufficer of the Army,
after which they will not be relieved from such duty except by orders
from the Adjutant General of the Army

This gave a permanency to the details and officers took more ic=-
terest in a duty they were not liable toc be relieved from at the whim of
each Commander.,

Ever since the formation of Armies there has been jealousy by each
Commander. Every onehaving command wents more and always resists any
sncroachment upon what he may consider as his prerogative. An amusing
incident, (except to a few young officers, who were the suffers,)
occured whilst the Camp was in operation at Georgetown. Washington
City was overrun with officers and stringent orders were published
regarding passes. No one was permitted to appear on the streets without
a pass, properly signed by the Commanding officer of the Eegiment, approved
by the Commander of the Vivision or of an Independent Erigade.

General Andrew Porter was ‘rovost-marshal General and took pains
to enforce the order vigorously. Any officer found in the eity without
a pass was taken in by the frovost Guard and, if after office hours, was
carried to the Franklin Square “uardhouse, there to reamin until he was

relieved by proper authority.



The Signal Camp was not attached to any divieion or independent
brigade. It was just a camp of Lieutenants, commanded by a Lieutaneént,
The large number of Lieutenants, between 80 and 90, caused quite a
number of passes (restricted to about 12 per day) to be issued, and
Adjutant General Seth Willisms provided me with a supply of Headgquarters
Army of the Potomac passes, that, he told me, I could sign for the
use of my officers, as he considered the Camp as attached to the
Headgquarters.

I used these passes and all went well until one night when an
energetic patrol commander overtook a perty of signal officers "in bulk",
They all exhibited my passes and were informaeéd that they were "no go,"
that Lieut Cushing was not an aAdjutent-General nor an Aide-de-Camp, and
that a pass signed by him as by order of General McClellan, was not
worth the paper it was written on.

The officers were taken to the Franklin Square prison and locked in
for the night. The next morning they were released and came at onee to
me, indignantly complaining. At once 1 went to Headquarters, stated the
case, and a letter was at once sent to the frovost-marshal General
stating that “for the purpose of grn;itin,g passes, the Signal Camp of
Instruction, Lieut 8. T, Cus ing, Commanding, was considered as an

Independent Srigace.”

After that the Signal officers put on airs and I increased the

nurber of passes "adlibitum."



The duties of the office were generally routine., I established a
system for accountability for signal-properily and prepared the necessary
blanks, still, I believe, in use.

To show the exact method with which accounts were examined I will
tell an incident that ocourred. About the time of the surrender of
Earper's Ferry a number of Yeneral officers of which General Rufus
Saxton was the head, were directed to proceed to that place as investi=-
gators, and I was sent for, to appear at the War Department.

The #ggist. Secretary of War, Mr, P, H, Watson, received me and
directed me to send at once, for the use of the party, six marine-glasses.
I returned soon afterwards with the glesses and also with a special
requisition and receipts for them. This requisition I handed to the
Adjutant-General of the Army, Yeneral Lorenzo Thomas, who approved it by
order of the Secretary of War. I then proceeded to Mr. Watson's office
and deposited the marine-glasses. Mr. Watson said, "Just leave them here
and I will deliver them," I asked him to whom I should make invoices
adn who would receipt, stating that I was held responsible for them and a
receipt was necessary for my protection., He said "He did'nmt know" but
immediately afterwards said "hand me the papers, I will sign the receipts" -=-
and he did so. I went back ;o my office and sent him imvoices.

My impression was that I was guite secure. I had en order of the
Secretary of War to transfer eix marine-glasses to the Assistant

Secretary of War and I held the Assistant's receipt.



\

In 1866 the Auditor got hold of my papers and disallowed the trans-
action saying, "No authority existed in law or regulations for the trans-
fer of public property pertaining to the Military Service to a Civilian,"-=l!!

I was six months getting these marine-glesses hunted up.

After the Army of the Potomac returned from the Feninsula the
Signal Officers were stationed around the Forts in Virginia and then with
the Army, proceeded toc Maryland, where they were conspicuously engaged
at the battles of South Mountain and Antietam., Soon after the battle of
Antietam I was directed to relieve Major Myer as Chief Bignal Officer of
the Army of the Potomac. I found a good working corps. In addition to
signals by flags Major Myer had attached a small Field Telegraph Irain
to his organization. A light wagon held about 5 miles of insulated wire,
running from a reél. This wire was hung upon trees and suspended from
small poles or along fences and connected two small magnetic batteries
that worked a pointer upon a dial similar to a c¢leck that jumped from
letter to letter thus spelling out a message.

The wire was constantly out of order. I rode along the line
several times and discovered that our brave soldiers, on seeing the
wire, thought it was some rebel contrivance connected with masked
batteries and occupled themselves in cutting out little pieces to
send home as souvenirs, or to mend their shoes, or use as strings, etc.

I at once teok action by moving it about through the various
brigades in the Army to familiarize the men with it and whenever it was
cut, I notified the Prigade Commander nearest at hand, who published an
order explaining its use, and in a few weeks the wire was as jealonsly

guarded by the men as was possible.



During the battle of Fredericksburg, as 1 was passing along the
lirne leading from Hesadquarters to Franklin's crossing, I noticed a
line of men about ten feet apart on each wide of the wire. I enguired
what they were doing and obtained the response that "they were watching
that telegreph wire." There had been no call for guards for that pur~-
pose, and I assumed that these gentlemen had found it hot on the pontoons
and had retired to a place of safety, when they noticed the wire and
established themselves as guards, 8o as to have some excuse for staying
in the rear,

I joined the Headguarters of the #rmy of the Fotomac at Pleasant
Valley, Maryland, on October 27, 1862, when it was resting after the
two severe battles it had just passed through.

General MeCellan sent for me and asked me how many instruments and
miles of telegraph wire I had, and directed that I should ask for more, for
he said: "When I start from this camp I purpose to break loose from the
regular telegraph lines and depend upon those under my own command."” In
& few days the Headquarters had Reached Rectortown, Va., and a special
messenger reached him with written orders to turn over the command of
the Army to General Burmside. A few days were taken by General Burnside
to gain information, and the Army movedon to Fredericksburg, expecting
soon to reach there and move at once "c; to Richmond." It reached
Falmouth and found the enemy occupying Fredericksburg. There were delays
in obtaining pontoons, ete., and immediate attack could not be made,
so the movement was delayed until the battle of fredsricksburg, December

11th to 16th, 1862,



8ignal officers were stationed at various points to connect the
batteries located at the different hills on our side of the HRappahannock
with the Headquarters, and with each other, and also to be able to open
communication at once with any troops that might cross the river. De-
tachments were alsc sent to each of the prinecipal bridges with instruc-
tions to cross with the advance guards of each grand division and select
at Fredericksburg suitable positions from which to communicate with
the stations already established. Other detachments were also directed to
move to the front as our army advanced and ouﬁmuniulte to these interior
stetions in Fredericksburg.

About 5 P, M, on the 11th, a portion of Gemeral Franklin's troops
crossed the river. At this crossing Lieutenants J. U. Wiggins and
George J. “larke with their flagmen, preceded the other troops and ran
to & hill. They found they could not stay there alone, so they returned
to the line of skirmishers and opened communications by flag with the
Headquarters. They kept up their communications until 10 P. M.

Lieut. J. B. Brooks, and C. F. Stone crossed with the advance of
General Couch's corps and occupied a station in the steeple of the Court
House at Fredericksburg, The waving of flags attracted the attention
of the enemy who continuelly shelled the steeple during the whele battle,
The officers on duty there were relleved from time to time, but the station
waes occupied until December 15, when the enemy had accurate range pre-
pared, and several shells struck the steeple rendering it a bsolutely

untenable for signals, when it was abandoned. On December 14, s station



on the left of the city waes withdrawn at the request of the surgeon

in charge of a Field Hospital near at hand and placed at a point not
visible tc the enemy, as the enemy was continuously shelling the
station. Muring the battle of the l2th, the earliest reports of pro-
gress from General Couch on the right and General franklin on the left
were through the efforts of the ®2ignal Corps. In my report of this
battle, I made the following remark: "It is claimed for the “ignal
Corps of the Army of the Fotomas that it was the first to introduce

on this continent as a medium of communication upon the field of battle
the magnetic telegraph.”

At 4 A. M. on the 11th instant communication was successfully opened
by the field telegraph line from Headquarters (the Phillips House) to a
point at the extreme left of the line. “hen General Franklin's advance
reached this point on the left, the station moved with him, orossed the
river and the line was continually used by him until his division re=
crossed the river.

On December 12th, another line was established to the Lacey House
on the bank of the river. Doth these s tations were exposed to artillery
fire.

On December 16th the forces re-crossed the river and went into
winter quarters. Uluring this interval the stations were kept up. The
Signal Corps kept moving its stations from time to time, built ouservatories,
gtations on the trees and elsewhere, and was continuously reporting new
smokes and dusts, indicating new camps or movements on the part of the

enemy .



After the Fredericksburg battle was over and whilst we lay in
camp, active measures were taken to put in repair all the telegraph
instruments =- the wire was all grepaired, new reels of wire were
obtained, and in a short time everything was ready for new operations.

A low mutter gradually grew louder among the men. Some had not
been paid for six months or more. Each enlisted m;h in the Corps was
on detached service and paid upon his descriptive list.

Those stationed at various Corps Headquarters were convenient and
were paid every two months, when the Paymaster came down to pay the
regiments, but some of the Signal Corps were not so fortunate. They were
posted at detached stations, some three, four or five miles away from
any troops, and as the visits of the Paymaster were irregular, could not

tell when to call for their pay, and werecso left over until next pay=-

day, and again missed. <‘he matter commenced to grow monstrous. I had

urged the various Paymasters to make some effort to pay these men, but could
get no satisfaction. I represented the case to General Burnside, and he
sent me to Washington to consult with the Paymaster-General., It took but a
short interview. It was arranged that I should take up all the descriptive
lists and make & general pay-roll for thw whole corps in the Fotomac Army.
This roll was prepared at the end of each two months, generally in two
sheets, one for those stationed on the right of the 4rmy, and the other

for those on the left. MAs soon as prepared, a reliable officer took

one sheet and visited esach signel station on the right and procured all

the signatures. Another officer took the other sheet to the left, and



in two days all the signatures were procured. OSeparate lists were pre-
pared authorizing me to collect the money for each man and were signed

by the men to whom pay was due. I then made another trip to Washington,
collected the pay, and on my return distributed it to the men, taking
another receipt from them for my personal protection. “fter this arrange-
ment the Signal Corps was paid as promptly as any branch of the Army.
Major W. B. Rochester of the Volunteers, the late Paymaster-General, was
the FPaymaster designated to make these payments,.

There were not many movements of troops after the battle of Fredericks-
burg and everything was quiet #pon the Rappshannock. General Burnside
was relieved from command and General Hooker succeeded him.

I was on sick-leave of absence, but was continued as “hief Acting
Signal Officers

I returned from leave of absence in March 1863, but was stopped at
Washington on temporary duty on a board establishing rules and regula-
tions to govern the Signal Camp of Instructions that had been re-established
at Georgetown. I soon finished this duty, and on April 4, 1863, returned
to the Army of the Potomac still in camp in Falmouth, Va. About the
middle of #pril activity in the warious supply departments seemed to
indicate that we would soon be up and doing.

On the 27th of April I received instructions from the Chief of
Staff to ﬂlt-‘lblilhti signal telegraph lines from Headquarters to Bank's

Ford and also to Franklin's Ggﬂfuing; this was at once done, and on April



28th I extended the line from Bank's Ford to United States Ford. The
detachments used the wire in use from Bglle Plaine to Headquarters,
taking it up a distance of 11 miles and then relayed it to U, 8. Ford,
a total distance while taking up and relaying wire of 35 miles, in

one day. On April 29th a complete line of flag stations from Buckner's
Neeck to the Phillips House was established.

On 4pril 30th, the signal telegraph line was placed under charge
of the Morse operators who had more powerful batteries. The Siznal Corps
kept the wires in order.

On May lst Captain B, ¥, Figsher who was in charge of the movements
on the right established on the top of a tree, 1-1/2 mile east of
Chancellorsvills, a station of cbservation. The Army retired and the
station was abandoned.

On May 2nd, General Eedgﬁniuk orossed the river, and with him
were sent a number of officers with directions to keep open communica=-
tions with the Phillips House.

On May 3d, signal stations were established in Fredericksburg in
a church tower communicating with Falmouth and with General Sedgwick who
continued his advance. &t 5 P, M. Ugneral Pedgwick had advanced beyond
Fredericksburg and was moving towards his right to reinforce Yeneral

Hogker at Chancellorsville.



The enemy swept in again and commenced shelling the signal tower.
They were so rapid in the movement that the signal party was nearly
captured, but it seattered and got away safely.

At 5,30 P, M, Lieutenant A, B, Jerome and his party swam the
river with his magnetic batteries and wire and established a station
in the line of skirmishers south of Pank's Ford.

This action was bold and daring, but as no necessity existed for
telegraph messages to skirmishers he was ordered to return to his proper
station,

On May 4th, the enemy again occupied Frederickeburg and was also
in force between General ®udgwick and General Hooker--Fractically
cut off from all communications except by signals., # line of communica-
tion was kept up until General Sedgwick was forced to retire towards
Bank's Ford. As he moved on he found another station at Bank's Ford
with which he opened communication over the heads of the enemy, and
thas practically was within communication with General Hooker at
Chancellorsville. I

“uring the night General Sedgwick re-crossed the river at Bank's
Ford.créay 5th, nearly our whole armjs was now at or near Bank's Ford
or United Statss Ford. # small force under UGeneral Gibbon was in the
vieinity of Falmouth, General Alfred Pleasanton with a force of
cavalry was patroling the river down as far as Port Royal., He kept
actively moving his command to various points o as to give a show
of force and asked me for signal officers to assist him, by waving
flags on verious hills and other places to keep up the impression that

we had a good force on hand to guard the riwver.



I furnished all I had available.

One of the most furious storms began at 2 P. M. and continued all
night. “t United States Ford the right wing of the army was preparing
to retire to the north side of the river. It had vacated its intrench~-
ments when suddenly the bridge was washed away. No other communication
than by signals was available. The heavy rain had so swollen the river
that it was impossible to ford it. Lieutenant John S, Holland, Signal
Officer, was in charge of the Signal Station. The storm was so great
that it was found that signals would not anawer. Lieutenant Holland
volunteered to swim the river with dispatches., & little lull in the
storm and it was decided to try signals. At 9 P. M. an order was sent
by signal torches to suspend the movement until the bridges could be
repaired. At 1.20 A, M, an order was again sent to continue the move-
ment, and by daylight our army was on the north side of the Rappahannock,
and the battle of “hancellorsville was over.

Shortly after the battle I was relieved from duty as Acting Chief
Signal Officer of the Army of the Fotomac and ordered to fashington.

I had been appointed as Major andl Signal Officer in the new corps
just organized and my duties were to be those of Inspector. Little birds
had wnispered to me that Colonel Myer was not in favor with the Secretary
of War and that hies persistency in claiming that the law gave him the
charge of all signals, both electric and others, in opposition to
Stager, Eckerts and others, connected with what was termed the Military

Telegraph, was getting him disliked. I had been Myer's principal assistant



up to date and knew that if he was disapproved I would fall under the
gsame blow, I had been examined by the Poard and had been recommended
for the appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel. I received the appointment
of Junior Major and declined it. This made a change in my status and 1
was not ordered on inspection duty. I lingered about Washington waiting
ofdders and practically shelved. I asked to be relieved and ordered to
duty as Commissary to no awail,

General Lee commenced his movement towards Maryland and Pennsylvania.
General Early, Mosby and others made their raids toward Washington, and
I spent three days and nights in the dome of the Capitol watching the
Virginia shore.

I was finally ordered to West Point, N, Y., as the only graduate
who had the knowledge, to introduce at the Military Academy a course of
Instruction in Military Signals, I reached there in July and commenced
Instruction. This course was completed by the last of September, I
again applied for orders and could get nons,

On November 10, 1863, Colonel Myer was relieved from the command
of the Corps and ordered to Cairo, Ille. He was not confirmed in his
appointments as Colonel and it was decided that he was out of servica.

Major Nicodemus was placed in command and I applied again for
orders and could get none. I asked permission to go to Washington and
it was declined. I was practically shelved and remained at West Point
doing nothing until February 1864, when I was releived from duty as
heting Signal Officer and ordered to report to General Thomas, commanding
the Department of the “umberland, at Chattanooga, Tenm., for duty in

the Subsistence Department.



The Signal Corps was organized. The warious armes all had signal
officers and they soon made themselves knmown and appreciated.  None of
the first detachments were received kindly. No one seemed to appreciate
them. J‘hey were ridiculed and sneered at., Every article of equipage
issued to them was done in grudging manner, as if so much robbed from
the hard working soldier who did the fighting. Before the war was over
it had gained a firm place in the army. Commanding Generals commenced
to appréicate it and made many complimentary reports as to its service,
Gemeral Sherman has said that its services in transmitting his message
to General Corse at Allatoona was worth more to the country then all
the money that had been appropriated to support the Corps from the day
it was founded.

Admiral Farragut has testiflied his appreciation of its services.

Generals McClellan, Burnside, Hooker, Msade and hundreds of others
have praised it. Its duties were un:i‘;itiwa. No stirring reports of
individualheroism, of magnificent charges were made by its officers. Its

officers ai.mpl{ staid at their stations and did their duty.



